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Bucharest City

The Bucharest City People's Council, after electing its vresiding officers,
its executive comnittee of 19 members, and itg 13 permanent committees, heard
the report of the outgoing executive commitiee, The person who read the report
claimed that in 1953 the plan for consumer poods had been 120 percent fulfilled.
This represents over twice the amount produced the preceding year, In the last
quarter of 1553 consumer goods reached by percent of total local production.

New constructions include a chemical plani; a plant for making potash from ashes;
a factory producing cotton padding, rope, and quilt; a factory for making toys
out of wood Scrap;-and an ice plant with a 2,000 block daily output. State
stores sold k2 percent more bread, 11 bercent more meat, 39 percent more candy
and jem, and 28 percent more edible pastes [Ih 1953 than in l95§7. The supply
of rationed products was good end full rations of bread, meat, oil, sugar, soap,
and edible pastes were availeble ZZh l95§7. large amourts of sugar and oil were
supplied to the free market. In the last quarter of 1953 the sunply of sausages,
selt fish, margerine, rice, candy, edible pastes, flour, and corn meal was in-
creased, Among manufactured goods, 65 percent more cotton, 70 percent more wool,
85 percent more silk fabrics, 80 percent more knitteg §oods, 90 percent more
garments, and 97 percent more shoes were sold in 1953 than 1in the preceding year.

Distribution or larger quantities of Z00ds was greatly helped by the open-
ing of 402 new stores in the 23 August, Damaroia, Ferentari, Militari, Herastrau,
and other sectionsg of the city; and or WO open-aiyr markets in the 23 August ang
Puisor sections.

In spite of these Successes there were serious shortcomings in the work of
the Bucharest Executive Committee. The production of artisans cooperativeg was
inadequate owing to lack of éncouragement by the authorities. State farms
actually delivered only 46 percent of the amounts of vegetables contracted for,
and the state was therefore unable to exert sufficient pressure on market prices .
There was a shortage of winter vegetables such as potetoes, onions, and beans;
in eddition, distribution wag Very uneven. The citizens also suffered from a
fuel and coal shortage owing to inedequate deliveries by the respective min-
istries. Here too distribution was defective, part of <he staf'f was uncoopera-
tive, and delivery service to private homes very poorly organized.

Numerous deputie- complained that the report was inconblete and not suf-
ficiently self-critical, They submitted various proposals for the improvement
of food supplies and for an increase in consumer goods production. These were
incorporated in the adopted decision, Special stress was 1laid on the need for
more truck gardens and more livestoel raising within the city limits.

The meeting ended with a speech by Constantsa Craciun, chairman of the pre-
sidium, who assured her listeners that fulfiliment of the adopted decision would
mean a great step forward on +he roag outlined by the Centrel Cormittes or he
party on 18-1% August 1053 (2

Tasi Regiune

Democratic Front had been duly elected by the k51,000 recorded votes, Thereupon,
on motion of a committee from among the deputiss, the 19 members of the executive
committee were elected wanimously, as provided by people's councils! rules, The
new executive committee includes men ang women, Rumenians and members of the na-
tional minorities, Tactory workers and peasants, scientists and intellectuals with

close ties to the people, and activists belonging to the party and state apperatus
and to mass orgenizations,

The people's council then proceeded to elect the members of the nine per-
manent committees, and to review the activities of the outgoing executive commit~
tee.
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It appeared that the former comitiee had achieved successes in the economic and ;
cultural fields. For example, 55 local enterprires DProducing 86 different items P
hed been set up in the last 3 years; and the regiune's 2h8 collective farms and

702 (ferming associations), comprising over 13,800 families, hed had obundant har-

vests. Individua)l farmers, too, had hed good harvests, thanks to assistance from

the state and the rarty. In the cultural field there hed also been progress. In

Tasi Regiune, there are now 1,225 schools and 24 faculties [Eigher educational de-

partments, schools, and college§7 with 112,545 pupils and students; there are fur-

thermore 851 cultural centers and reed.ng rooms, ¢85 libraries, and 5 cultural in-

stitutes. Villege cultursl centers are now equipped with 46 motion picture pro-

Jectors and 486 radios.

The deputies, not content with a simple enureration of achievements, went on
10 analyz “the shorteomings of the old council in crder to provide the new council
with the necessary guidance. It was thus ascertained that the outgoing council
had failed to keep adequate contact with the masses and ot times had been indif-
ferent to suggestions. Sinee it had been ignorant of true conditions n communes
and raions, it hed frequently failed to solve their problems. Some deputies were
partly responsible for these conditions, for they had neglected to keep in close
contact with executive committees and had not taken vart in the activities of per-
manent committees.

The situation™in the field of compulsory deliveries started a lively discus-
sion, particularly since Tasi Regiune is at the bottom of the list in deliveries,
It was finally agreed thet the old executive committee and the collecting agency
were equally to blame for this situation. Their general attitude of indifference,
superficiality, tolerance of errors, and consequent ignorence of brogress in the
field of compulsory collections, weke sherply criticized, (lose supervision would
have permitted the timely correction of many mistakes. Their lack of contact with
the collection agents led to all kinds of errors and ebuses benefiting backward
elements, and preventing the expcsure of corrupt and hostile forces.

The decision which was finally adopted in the light of these eritiecignms makes
collection of agricultural products the mein concern of the Iosi Regiume People's
Council. Ccllections are to be checked twice a week, mass political work among
the peasants is to be intensified, collectives are to be tormed to help the col-
lectors and‘the people's councils in this work, etc,

The executive committee of the Tasi People's Council met Tfor the first time
on the same day [Té Januarz7}Jand‘aft;r electing its presiding officers adopted a
program of activilies in accordance with the direectives given by the Central Com-
mittee in August 1953. At the head of the lict are compulsory collections, fol-
lowed by contracts for the acquisition of fattencd livestock, tax collection ful- *
fillment of the lumber and firewsod transportotion plan, development of lgeal re-
sources, the spring seeding campaign, support for collective farms and TO7., ecor-

rving out the plan fop increased livestock vroduction, and intensification of
city and raion people's council activities.(2)
Barlaed Regiune

The people's council of Barlud Regiune is composed of 79 deputies who re-
ceived 330,707 votes. At iug first meeting, Nicolae Trocan, chairman of the out-
8olng executive committee, was proposed for re-election., His quelifications were
listed by a number of speakers esufollovs: energetic, a good orranizer, has bus-
iness ability, belps his comrades, and makes every effort to improve living and
cultural standerds of the people as ordered by government and party. However it
was also pointed out that he should worlk in a more collective spirit and lay more
stress-oii meetings, but reduce the excessive number,
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debates nhowed thet failure to fulfill the plan was due to the fact that the exec-
utive committees had worked in isolation and had friled to enlist the co-operation
of mass organizations. Failure of people's council members to inspect the col-
lecting apparatus personally, insufficlent training of communsl collectors, and
weak agitation work have been contribuciory causes.

The deputies were not content with mere criticism. They framed a concrete
decision to ensure the successTul fulfillment of the compulsory collection plan ror
Barled Reglune.{3)

Bacau Regiune

Collections were unsatisfactory in Bacau Regiune. One deputy complained that
in some communes delivery receipt stubs hed been lost and the peasants were asses-
sed twice. Tn Pastravepi Commume the cultivation plan was changed after the peas-
ants had been assessed.(h)

Bucuresti Regiune

Although grain collections in general were satisfactory, the plan for the en-
tire regiune was not fulfilled in 1653. Toleration of kulak maneuvers aimed at sab.
otaging ccllections was a shortcoming of meny village executive committees not ade-
quately supervised by the regiune committee. In many places collectors seemed to
lick a sense of duty. Thus a ecollector in Cosoba Commune was constantly away hunt-
ing, while others showed favoritism toward kulaks. Collection center personnel were
also frequently to blame. In one place 20 peasants wgre walting to deliver their
grain but the mansger was nowhere to be found. Other certers did not pay for the
grain on time or failed to keep accurate records. (1)

Craiova Regiune

The report on compulsory collections was read by Maria Tuntu. She revealed that
the plan had not been fulfilled. It was decided to study the methods employed in
Cujmir and Amaradia Raions where the plans had been fulfilled and to generalize their
application in 1954.(s5)

Galati Regiune

Owing to unsatisfactory work on the parv of the outcoing executive committee col-
lection was far below pran in many raions. Hotatse exceptions were Braila and
Insuratei.(6)

Hunedoara Regiune

Tne lirst meeting of the Hunedoara Regiune People's Council opened with the for-
mality of confirming the T9 deputies electsd on 2¢ December. Thereupon 19 deputies
to the executive committee and the nembers of he permanent committecs were elected.

Da2puty Dumitru Dejeu revealed in his report on the activity of the outgoing ex-
ecutive committee that the collection plan had not been fuifilled, although the
grain haivest had been good. Collection of the grain had reached only 78-99 percent.
I Those responsible were former vice-chairmen Vesile Grama and Vasile Supureanu, who

N had neglected mess organizational work and had not given sufficient guidance to the
collection agents. This explained how Ioan Popa, chief regiune collector, had been
able to forward inaccurate progress reports.
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Many deputies pointed out other shortcomings in the collection field, such as !
the fact that in many communes allotments had been fixed bureaucratically without l
taking the cultivation plan into account. In its final decision, the pegple's
council entrusted the new executive committee with the task of enlightening the
f)et)asa.nts more fully on their obligations and instructing the collectors properly.
3
Oradea Regiune
Debates of the regiune people's council revealed many shortcomings on the part
of the outgoing executive committee and led to excellent suggestions for the in-
creese of agricultural production, The wheat collection plan vas fulfilled 102 ver-
cent, but the plan for corn ard many other products was not fulfilled. This situs-
tion resulted from insufficient mass political work and from errors committed by the
chief regiune agent, Gh, Pintea, who has since been dismissed for neglect of duty.
Another deputy blamed Pavel Mudura, former vice-chairman and chief of the agricul-
tural. section, who vas active in furthering planting but showed no interest in com-
rulsory collections. Iosif Biro, the other vice-chairmen, had not even bothered to =
read the reports of delegates sent to make vn-the-spot investigations.

It was also brought out that the executive committee had turned down offers of
assistance on the part of npass organizations for fear the latter would ask for means
of transportatier.(5)

Ploesti Regiune

. ™~ namee ~° deputies proposed for membership in the executive committer stirred
anit tes Ticenssions. Dumitru Grossu was praised for his good work, but also
reminded that ne should answer complaints more expeditinusly. Ion Dragusescu was
warned that he should be more on the alert agoinst hostile elements. Moise Iordache y
chairman of Ploiesti City Executive Committee was told that he should pay more at-
tention to supplying the needs of the population. However all deputies proposéd
were elected urnanimously.

The report on collections revealed that 121 commmes and 71 collective farms had
fulfilled their ouotas, but that nevertheless total collections had been unsatisfac-
tory. Responsibility vl as usual divided between executive committees and col-
lectors. The only member of the rermanent committee or ~nllections who hed shown
any activity at all was its chairmen. In Puciocase,Campina, and Cricov communes
serious .aulis were committed in the matter of carryirg out the correct class poliey.
In sorme communes the deputies themselves had set u bad example by being late with

their deli- »ries. In Urziceni, Buzau, and Pogoanele communes, quotas were assigned
several months late.

Owing to its hureaucratic methods and spirit, the State Collection Agency failed
to do 1ts Job desptie ite large rumber of personnel.

One remedial step decided upon was that in the future collectors and raion su-
pervisors should make daily reports to the people's councile (1)

General

The lessons learned from the experience of 3 yeers_of pecple's council activity
are summed up [e_ditoria.l_ly by Romanie Libera es follow_s] : In the newly elected
councils, the members of jermanent committees have been selected on the basis of their
special training and competence. This should enable them tp act as real study and
supervisory organs, in a position to contribute effectively to the work of the ex-
ecutive committees.

The 6,600 citizens' committees, with Lo, 300 members, formed around the people's
councils in 1953, have proved to be among the strongest links with the messes, They
have succeeded in enlisting the active assistance of hundreds of thousands of working
people for the improvement of city and village administra*;ions) and their role mist be
greatly expanded in the future.
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Reports to the voters st be mede regularly, as they will be very useful
in helping the executive committees to take the neccssary steps to inereese the
fmount of consumer goods aveilable to the people. -

. *

In the last few months,

& new form of lialson between the people's councils
and the masses has been tried

» in the form of women's committees. More than
350,000 women were active in these comnittees and in women's delegate meetings.
Eeir work hae been very effective and this movement must be expanded to the ut-
st.

The complex problem facing people's councils can only be satisfactorily
8olved if an ever incre

asing number of citizens actively assist the locel organs
of state authority, (8)«
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